
Question & Answer Discussion from the Evening Presentation Event 
 

1. Our taxes also feed the Township.  Can we use funds by decreasing our refuse 
collection to one time per week and change the lawn debris collection to two times 
per month and give funds to the school? 

○ Answer:  This question is one that should be asked of the Township.  Collection 

of refuse is a Township decision and the direction of funding is one that would be 

determined by the Township.  

 

2. Is there data for student happiness/world readiness? (depression, anxiety, etc.) 
○ Answer:  The Pennsylvania Youth Survey is administered every two years to our 

8th, 10th and 12th grade students.  Questions are asked across four domains 

(community, school, family, and peer/individual).  The questions help to 

determine where the strengths of a community are that can be brought to bear to 

assist students.  Data from last year’s survey showed a 24% increase since the 

last survey regarding student vaping across grades 8-12.  Additionally, the data 

showed that LMTSD was 16% above the state average in vaping reporting.  Both 

in-school and community presentations are planned in order to continue to 

educate both students and parents about this issue.  The survey data also 

revealed that LMTSD 8, 10 and 12 graders are below the state average in all 

areas of mental health except one main area: students feeling sad or depressed. 

Our buildings continue to focus on mental health programs that are appropriate at 

each level and address many issues.  Health curriculums have been adjusted to 

include many aspects of a healthy lifestyle.  

 

3. How much, if any, of the budget is allotted for disaster preparedness? (climate 
change, active shooter situations, national disaster, war) Are there plans for 
school at home? 

○ Answer:  While the school budget does not have a separate line item for disaster 

preparedness, the budget does include an allocation of $110,000 for unforeseen 

expenditures, which is classified as a budgetary reserve account.  In addition, the 

District has ample insurance coverage in cases where damage occurs to 

buildings and the District will be made whole for any repairs that need to be done. 



Lastly, the District maintains a Capital Project account to address things on a 

longer range period (more than 5 years) that can be used if, for example, a boiler 

fails and needs to be replaced immediately. 

 

4. It was mentioned that we don’t have a large commercial base to offset taxes to 
homeowners.  What effort is being made to attract commercial interest? 

○ Answer:  Lower Moreland Township School District must continue to look for 

ways to seek alternative revenue sources.  Recently, the District placed 

advertisements across local newspapers and social media outlets offering rental 

spaces.  The District has also communicated with many of the area colleges and 

universities seeking partnerships and places for which they could host courses 

and programs.  Additionally, we have communicated to local realtors about our 

available evening and weekend spaces.  The District and its transportation 

provider, First Student, have also recently approached the Township about ideas 

for hosting charter bus operations out of its site location on the school grounds. 

We encourage community members to contact the District with any other ideas 

which could possibly lead to alternative revenue sources. 

  

5. I’m sure you’re aware of the $10,000 max write off now on federal tax returns and 
now, and moving forward, residents are at a deficit and provided zero relief from 
any future increases in school or township taxes. 

○ Answer:  The District is aware of the change in the federal tax law and is 

cognizant of taxpayer concerns.  Each year the Administration and the School 

Board pour over the budget, line by line, in order to present a budget that meets 

the educational needs of all students, while balancing the concerns of taxpayers 

in the District. 

 

6. You mention the additional houses being built and anticipated children being 
added.  Does the additional revenue cover the cost of these children? 

○ Answer:  This is a difficult answer to project as we do not know how many 

students may be coming out of a household.  That being said, if you take the 

average cost to educate a student in Lower Moreland (Approximately $21,000) 

and multiply that by the number of students coming out of a house and then 



further multiply that by at least 13 years (if the student starts in Kindergarten and 

goes all the way through), you can get a sense of potential costs.  For example, if 

a student moves into a house that is assessed at $600,000 (this is estimated 

similar to the houses in the Inverness development), school taxes per year would 

be $21,114.  So, in this example, it would be a breakeven amount assuming that 

student does not have any special needs.  Now, if that student has a sibling, the 

amount of taxes would not cover the amount to educate both students.  As stated 

earlier, this is extremely hard to predict, not knowing how many school-aged 

children will be moving into the new houses.  It can be anticipated, however, that 

the school district might be a selling point for homes in the new developments.  

 

7. Is cursive taught to students? 
○ Answer:  Yes, cursive writing is taught to students in third grade.  The 

instructional model has become less formal as the demands for cursive has 

lessened, however, Lower Moreland students are taught cursive letter 

development and have opportunities to apply cursive writing in their elementary 

experience. 

 

8. Do we have a debate club? 
○ Answer:  Yes, Lower Moreland High School hosts a Debate Team that has 

experienced great success historically.  Included is a link to the clubs, 

organizations and activities that are offered at Lower Moreland High School: 

https://www.lmtsd.org/Page/620 

 

9. Are there opportunities for township residents to volunteer in our schools to help 
reduce costs? 

○ Answer:  This is an area that the District is currently looking into, not only to 

assist with possible cost reductions, but with the intent to also provide learning 

opportunities for our students.  Resident and senior volunteers bring a wealth of 

experience and insight from which our students, K-12, can learn from.  You can 

expect to see communications from the District in the near future offering some 

possible volunteer partnerships.  

 

https://www.lmtsd.org/Page/620


10. Is it cost effective to have English language class for all non-English speaking 
children, much like a language class after school? 

○ Answer:  Education for English-language learning students is required by law and 

is monitored by the PA Department of Education.  In-school programs must 

satisfy the needs of all learners, inclusive of English-language learners.  These 

programs monitor progress and must show corrective actions if progress is not 

being made.  Therefore, due to the mandates and requirements of the PA 

Department of Education, programs related to teaching English-language 

learning students in the English language and all academic courses must be 

completed and verified through in-school programs and certified teachers.  

 

11. If we receive money for ANC students, do we give money to Lower Moreland 
residents’ children to attend ANC as we do for charter schools? 

○ Answer:  The District receives tuition for eligible students who reside in Bryn 

Athyn and want to attend Lower Moreland Schools.  These students must be 

approved by the Bryn Athyn School Board and then the Lower Moreland Board of 

School Directors in order to attend.  The Bryn Athyn School District is charged 

the state tuition rate for these students.  Over the past few years, the number of 

students that attend Lower Moreland Schools has dwindled, mostly because of 

the growth of enrollment within our own School District. 

 

12. If I have no children at school, why should I be paying school tax? 
○ Answer:  The District must follow the laws set forth in the Pennsylvania 

Constitution and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  There is no provision for 

those who do not have school-aged children to pay less than those with students 

in school, as the taxes are based on assessed property value.  There is a 

program in the State of Pennsylvania called the Pennsylvania Property Tax and 

Rent Rebate program that allows for some relief, but the income levels are very 

low.  A link to the Department of Revenue site explaining this program is provided 

below: 

https://www.revenue.pa.gov/GeneralTaxInformation/PropertyTaxRentRebateProg

ram/Pages/default.aspx 

 

https://www.revenue.pa.gov/GeneralTaxInformation/PropertyTaxRentRebateProgram/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.revenue.pa.gov/GeneralTaxInformation/PropertyTaxRentRebateProgram/Pages/default.aspx


13. How do you teach media literacy? 
○ Answer:  Increasing the ability and proficiency of students to communicate and 

disseminate their thoughts and ideas in a wide-range of print and electronic forms 

and venues is more important than ever.  Whether it is having students verify 

sourcing of news/facts/stories, or teaching students about the aspects of 

investigating tone and language being used in order to discriminate fact from 

fiction, or teaching strategies that investigate the questioning of numbers, figures, 

infographics and images, all are important and relative to student lives now and 

in the future. 

 

14. Do we consider township (municipal) tax increases when increasing school taxes 
(in the same year)? 

○ Answer:  No.  The District and the Township are two separate entities with 

varying needs.  The District must adhere to all mandates and meet the 

educational needs of students while properly staffing our schools.  The District 

works very hard each year to pour over the budget, line by line, to present a final 

budget that meets all educational needs while being cognizant of taxpayer 

concerns. 

  

15. Are we considering a dual enrollment program (with Montco)? 
○ Answer:  Board Policy 124 allows for students who successfully complete college 

courses to receive high school credit provided they are a junior or senior in good 

academic standing, the course is not offered in the high school curriculum, the 

course is not used for the fulfillment of core area graduation requirements, the 

course is approved in advance by the counselor and principal and the student 

assumes responsibility for all fees.  Up to six (6) units of college credit may be 

counted as a maximum of two (2) high school credits toward the total credits 

needed for graduation.  Historically the high school has partnered with 

Montgomery County Community College to offer a summer learning opportunity 

for students. 

 

16. How many students are homeschooled? 



○ Answer: Currently, there are 23 total students that are homeschooled in Lower 

Moreland Township School District.   


